


This is the case, for instance, of Finland, Spain and 
Great Britain where more than half of all Universities 
and other Higher Education Institutions offer at 
least one course in Entrepreneurship, ranging from 
Undergraduate Level through to PhD  (Figure 2). The 
spread of Entrepreneurship is particularly weak in 
some of the Member States that joined the EU in and 
after 2004.
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Coherently with previous studies and research 
(European Commission, 2002, 2008), our analysis 
shows that the majority of Entrepreneurship courses 
are still offered in business and economic studies. 
For instance, in the UK 60% of Entrepreneurship 
courses are taught in Business Faculties; in Spain this 
percentage is 54%; in Italy it is 49%.

Figure 1 - Total Number of Universities and HEI within the EU

Figure 2 - %  of Universities and HEI within the EU offering at least one course in entrepreneurship
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Strengths
� Entrepreneurship education is growing fast in all the EU Member 
States. 
� Entrepreneurship is also starting to be disseminated into 
technical/natural science faculties.
� Institutions are able to provide students with a diversity of 
learning experiences.
� There is recognition of Entrepreneurship-related activities 
undertaken by teachers and students.
� There are good research programmes and PhD programmes to 
educate the teachers.
� Quality assurance procedures are generally in place.
� In most countries, Universities are properly integrated into their 
territorial, economic and social environment and interact with all 
stakeholder groups.
� More and more Institutions have a clear intellectual property 
policy, that encourages Entrepreneurship.
� Professors and educators are committed to Entrepreneurship.
� The focus of teaching is not only on start-ups, and the concept of 
Entrepreneurship is not equated with business.
� Student-led approaches are encouraged.
� Links with student associations are encouraged in many 
Universities.

Weaknesses
� There is still a high concentration of Entrepreneurship courses in 
business and economic studies.
� Lack of funding.
� Lack of trained professors. There is a need to have enough PhD 
students graduate in Entrepreneurship.
� Lack of cooperation among different departments/faculties, with 
diffi culties for students and teachers interested in cross-disciplinary 
courses. 
� Some professors are still of the opinion that technical students 
should learn only technical know-how.
� Lack of desire to change the way in which teaching has always 
been provided.
� This training is sometimes taught just as an academic course by 
educators who have no link with business life.
� There is the risk that an Entrepreneurship “title” is used to 
“cover” any business course (e.g. fi nance, marketing). 
� Poor use of a broad base of pedagogical tools.
� No established systems for evaluating programme results.
� Lack of integration of start-up activities into degree studies. 
� Poor engagement of Entrepreneurial practitioners in the full 
curricula experience. 
� Low involvement in many Universities with the alumni 
associations, that can bring back knowledge and money.

Opportunities
� Entrepreneurship teaching and training is seen as a strategic goal; 
there is an explicit mission, and it is possible to assess how this 
mission is fulfi lled.
� There is a common understanding of the need for cultural change, 
from a bureaucratic culture to an Entrepreneurial culture.
� The impact of Entrepreneurship education is clear.
� There is  strong support from the European Commission for 
programmes and initiatives promoting Entrepreneurship education 
at all levels.
� In many countries there is a national framework of support, 
helping institutions to develop and expand their Entrepreneurship 
mission and activities.
� The mobility of teachers and researchers across national borders, 
and between academia and the business world, is supported by 
institutions and at  policy level.
� Support programmes for Entrepreneurship educators are in place.
� The European Commission is promoting regular analyses and 
benchmarking of best practices and public policies in the fi eld of 
Entrepreneurship. 
� There is a back-up infrastructure of venture capital and bodies 
that can support Entrepreneurship in many countries.
� Networks and programmes are in place for sharing information, 
practices and teaching material, at National level and between 
Member States.

Threats
� Changing political environment, with changing priorities and 
orientations.
� Bureaucratic culture inside institutions, and organisational inertia.
� Confl icting academic philosophies of the role of Entrepreneurship 
in higher education. 
� Opposition to, or little acceptance of, Entrepreneurship due to 
existing prejudices, such as the perception that Entrepreneurship 
means business invading Universities or that everyone has to 
become a businessman; lack of support for Entrepreneurship 
professors within the institutions.
� A negative image of Entrepreneurs, and a lack of positive role 
models for young people.
� The business world tends to underestimate the Universities’ role 
as a driver of economic development.
� Mobility of teachers and researchers between higher education 
institutions and business is in general still very low, and this practice 
is not actively encouraged.
� European Universities do not enjoy equal degrees of autonomy; 
the framework conditions therefore vary. It is not realistic to 
prescribe a unique strategy.
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Conclusions and Implications of the research

Based both on the results achieved by the 
ENDEAVOUR Project Team and on previous studies 
and analyses (European Commission, 2002, 2008), it 
is possible to highlight the strengths, the weaknesses, 
the opportunities and the threats emerging in the EU 
Entrepreneurship education offer, through the SWOT 
Analysis (Table 1). 

Table 1 - SWOT Analysis of Entrepreneurship education offer in the EU


